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A STORY OF
MIGRANTS
KOREAN DREAM

Danny R. Guerra
(Solidarity with Migrants
Filipino Community Center Director/Organizing Committee Team Leader)

It was December of 1994 when my first step touch down in the land of Korea. | was send here as an
industrial trainee under joint venture program. We are assigned in one company in Busan fabricating
spare parts of Renault Samsung car company. | worked in that company for a year. Because of bad
working condition in the company after a year | decided to run away and look for other opportunity
as an undocumented workers. Working as an undocumented workers gave me lot of hard and bad
experiences. | saw also the situation of many migrants. At that time | started to think and find way how
| can help, change the situation of many Migrants not only Filipinos but all Migrants. In that, | started
to build Filipino communities and at the same time | started to volunteer to the center helping Migrant
workers. | first found one Filipino community in Busan area. And as time pass by | saw the good points
of having community. In this | never think twice | continued organizing Filipino migrants not only
in Busan area but also in nearby cities like Gyeongam and other cities. Recently | already founded 6
Filipino communities.

I've been working here in Korea as
undocumented workers for 13th years. For
that span | know very well the situation of
many migrants and what are the help and
needs they must have. At that time | really
want to give all the help they need but
because of my undocumented situation
my chance of helping them is very limited.
Thats why | do promise to myself that if |
can have the chance of staying here with
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legal status | will not think twice but | will do all
the way that | can help them. Luckily in the year of
2007 | got the chance to have visa and stay legally
here in Korea. At that time | never look any other
opportunities to find good job instead, | think
many things how | can help the migrants.

Recently | am working in SOMI as team leader
of organizing committee and at the same time
Filipino Community Center Director. In my job |
often visit different filipino organization and meet
many filipinos. | often attend meeting of different
filipino community and help them improve the
organization. Not only attending community
meetings, | also conducted labor law and rights
education to some communities. Because of this
| received many invitations from different Filipino
communities to join their meetings and at the
same time they ask me to share some information
about the rights of migrants here in Korea.

In Busan Gyeongnam area there are several Filipino
organizations. Six of them are the community |
founded. All of these filipino communities have
their own activities and programs helping and
giving benefits to their members. Attending
many events and activities of different Filipino
communities gave me more ideas and way to me
to find out what are the things that many Filipino
Migrant workers needs. It also gave me idea how
we Filipinos here in Busan and Gyeongnam area
can have more strong unity and cooperation. One
of this idea is uniting all Filipino communities
trough having an umbrella organization.

Because of this idea | started to communicate
in every Filipino Organization who are based in
Busan Gyeongnam. | started to convince them
to have meeting and talk how we can improve
the situation of many Filipinos here. | keep on

explaining to them, that if we will have the
umbrella organization we can have more power to
build more programs for the Filipinos and at the
same time we can easily communicate and help its
other at the time of needs.

On March of the year 2016, the first meeting was
held. At that time also the Filipino Community
in Busan Gyeongnam started the umbrella
organization. The meeting was attended by almost
30 Filipino Community leaders including some
Filipino religious group Pastors and Minister. In the
first part of the meeting every community leaders
got the chance to introduce their community and
their activities. The meeting took some hours
for the exchange of opinions and suggestion of
each leaders for the umbrella organizations. We
discuss also what are the common problems of
the Filipinos in Korea and what are the steps or
the solution that we need to task for the better
future of all. During the meeting we gather all the
problems of many Filipinos. And one of the big
problem that got attention of all is those Filipinos
that got trouble with their company and suddenly
resulted of losing their jobs. Those workers that
lost their jobs don't have the place to go or to stay.
As we all know most of the workers don't have
family here. This is one of big problem of many
Filipino Migrants. In this regard everybody speak
for their opinions to build a shelter and a Center
for Filipino.

Everybody agreed to the suggestion to build a
shelter and a center, but we all know that we will
tackle lot of problems to reach this dream. But
because we are started to have united filipino
communities, we have the big hope that the
day will come that this plan will come true. Not
only having Center and Shelter is the plan that
was suggested during the meeting. There is also
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plans to have Filipino Cultural Activities to show
to the Koreans and other nations the culture of
the Filipinos, aim of this programs to bring the
Filipinos more closer to the Korean and other
society. Also the Umbrella organization have plan
to create more activities that will help the Filipino
Migrants cope to their homesickness. Busan
Gyeongnam Filipino sports festivals and other
get together acquaintance gatherings are also in
the idea. In this way Filipinos can have strong
relationship and friendship to each and everyone.

Finally last March 2017, the Filipino Community
Center we dream was started and pre opened. The
Filipino Community Center will be the grassroots
community dedicated in improving the welfare of
all Filipino workers living in the Busan, Ulsan and
Gyeongnam Area.

Its establishment aims to benefit all Filipino
workers and migrants through the various
programs and events it offers to strengthen
migrant awareness of the law to protect rights, to
foster Filipino migrants’ identities as citizens with
upright values and unique culture, and to shelter
Filipinos who lost their jobs, were abused and
those who are in need of special care.

It also aims to foster a deeper understanding of the
Korean Culture to strengthen unity where Koreans
and Filipinos live in harmony and partnership.

In this, The Filipino Community Center created
many activity plans that will bring the better
relationship and understanding between Filipino
Migrants and Koreans. One of this program is the
Filipino Culture Day that we did last year in the
month of June. Aim of this program to show to
the korean society the beauty of The Philippine

cultures and at the same time encourage them to
accept the Filipinos living in Korea to be part of
the Korean society. We also have plans to join the
Korean Cultures program.

The Filipino Community Center have plan also to
open a Filipino Language and Culture School for
the Filipino Korean Children. Aim of this plan, to
help the Filipino Korean Children understand and
learn also the language and culture of their both
parents.

And as a opener for this school programs we
already did Filipino language and Cultures one
day camp for the Filipino Korean Children last
year.

To be a pivotal resource in improving the welfare
of the Filipino migrants, increase awareness
regarding the Korean labor law and to promote the
development of migrant workers right protection,
build a good understanding of Korean Culture that
shall guide migrants to live in harmony with the
Korean population, provide a safe shelter which
shall give residential care and protective service
to those Filipinos who lost their jobs, those who
were abused or those who are in need of special
care. and to ensure every migrants receive help for
different problems cause by different inevitable
situation are the goals of the Filipino Community
Center.

| know it is still far to complete our dreams but we
already started our journey to reach what we wish -
for. '
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Cenihes the inscription of

Dacuments on Jaseon Tongsinsa/Chosen Tsushinshi: The History of Peace Building
and Cultural Exchanges between Korea and Japan from the 17th to 19th Century

Buxan Cultural Foundation
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