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Abstract

This study is intended to draw up theoretical and pragmatic issues through
reviewing discussions on Northeast Asian cultural community, and to lay the
foundation to seek practical alternatives by comparing and reviewing stances of
major countries(regions). To that end, interviews were conducted to scholar groups
(20 people for each group) of Korea, China and Japan on their views and
perceptions on Northeast Asian cultural community. In addition, perceptions of
relevant countries and regions (the United States, Russia, Mongolia and Taiwan)
were also reviewed, thereby expanding the scope of Northeast Asia from Korea,
China and Japan. The study does not just simply suggest each country's
perceptions on Northeast Asian cultural community in parallel, but carry out a
systematic comparative analysis. With this method, unlike the previous studies on
how to form Northeast Asian cultural community on the basis of feasibility as well
as policies to implement it, this research examines the possibility of forming
Northeast Asian cultural community itself via systematic and comprehensive
comparative analysis.

It is true that finding a common denominator among Korea, China and Japan
in their perceptions and policies of regional cooperation and cultural communities
for Northeast Asia is difficult. When expanding the scope of communities to
include the United States, Russia, Mongolia and Taiwan, it can be easily found that
Northeast Asia or East Asian countries have difficulties to form consensus on
regional cooperation and cultural communities. This is because, without resolving
conflicts arising from differences in the system as well as historic and territorial
disputes, each countries have defined the region on their own and tried to seek
regional cooperation and building regional community based on their idea of
region.

Generally, discussions on zoning involves which countries are to be included and

which are to be excluded. This is also very sensitive issue in terms of diplomacy



because it is directly connected to the nation’s core interests. As Korea, China and
Japan proceed discussions on regional cooperation with their strategical interests
at the center, they are not sharing ideas on regional cooperation. As such, it is
hard for the three countries to discuss on culture-centered community that links
to regional cooperation.

Compared to China and Japan, Korea started active discussions on cultural
community in the early 2000s. Its discussions on cultural community centered on
the cultural identity of the Northeast Asian region, and emphasized cultural
diversity to suggest creation of a new cultural concept. In addition, the cultural
community was seen as the starting point to create community of peace and
interests for peaceful and prosperous Korean peninsula. On the other hand, for
China, as it is a multiracial country, community of common destiny was
emphasized over cultural community. At the same time, China is concentrating on
producing “Chinese discourse” with the focus on the culture of Confucian and
Chinese characters in order to create China-centered community. In the case of
Japan, it is focusing on fostering an ‘open, multi-layered network” and expanding
its search for East Asian cultural ideology to community discussions through
universal values of humanity, emphasizing cultural diversity and the mixed nature
of Japanese culture. Not only Korea, China and Japan but also the relevant
countries approach the discussions on regional cooperation in order to secure
their own strategic interests, which make the discussions on regional cooperation
and formation of community via culture very hard.

Such trend could also be found in the surveys to experts from South Korea,
China and Japan. The experts from three countries acknowledged the need for
multilateral cooperation and cultural community in Northeast Asia, but were
generally negative about the possibility, especially the majority of Japanese
experts. What should be noted in the survey is concerns over the spread of
“abhorrence” that the three countries have toward each other. Experts were

concerned about a growing sense of abhorrence within their country towards the



counterparts. In a way, this phenomenon is further increasing the need to promote
a new level of reconciliation, cooperation and community in Northeast Asia where
Korea, China and Japan lie on the center.

The implications of the findings for future follow-up studies can be summarized
as follows: First, with regard to regional zoning issues, research needs to be
carried out beyond “Northeast Asia” to “Bast Asia” or “Asia-India-Pacific”. Second,
the discussion on regional cooperation and cultural communities need to be
centered on an ‘open, multi-layered network” that recognizes “uniqueness and
diversity”. Third, the cultural community discussion should encompass politics,
security and economy to embrace respect for human and humanity. Fourth, it is
necessary to move away from a country-centered perspective and deepen the

discussion of the role and relationship formation of various actors.
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