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Abstract

I . Background and Purposes

[ ] Korea has approximately fourteen hundred thousand immigrants
and Korean multicultural laws mainly focus on the immigrants’
settlement in the south Korean society and the provision of

welfare to the multicultural families and married immigrants.

[ ] Even though many Acts have been promulgated for the purpose
of social integration and harmony in the advent of the era of a
multicultural society, legal basis for public policy regarding arts
and culture, including languages, culture, arts, sports, broad-
casting and the press in the multicultural society are not yet

fully developed.

[ ] As of February 25, 2010 the Convention on the Protection and
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions was ratified
by the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea, and the
improvement of laws at the national level is necessary for the

implementation of the convention.

[ ] Based on the current condition in which Korea has changed

from a homogenous society into a multicultural society, this



study aims to make suggestions for the improvement of the
relevant law system to lay the legislative foundation so that the
members of society can facilitate social integration and
establishment of their identity through the promotion of cultural

diversity and exchange of international culture.

II. Major Contents

[] Discussion on multiculturalism and cultural diversity

- Human rights or labor agenda for Korea's muiticultural society

have been being converted into cultural agenda

- The promotion of cultural diversity in Korea's multicultural society

1S necessary.

[ ] The Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity
of Cultural Expressions was adopted by the UNESCO General
Conference on 20 October 2005 during the 33rd session of the
UNESCO General Conference held in Paris, France.

O Issues of cultural diversity have developed in response to the

commodification of culture and cultural capitalism
O Cultural diversity refers to

- The manifold ways in which the cultures of groups and societies

find expression



- One of the universal values that should be cherished and

preserved by human beings

O Each region, nation and international society takes appropriate
measures to respect, protect, and promote the diversity of cultural

expressions made by individuals and social groups

[ ] Current status of multicultural and cultural diversity laws in Korea

O Analysis of multicultural laws

- Framework Act on Treatment of Foreigners Residing in the

Republic Of Korea

> (D is for foreigners who are lawfully residing in the Republic of
Korea, @ is focusing on the education of Korean and Korean

culture
> Limitations of multicultural education
- Multicultural Families Support Act

> The subject matters of public policy are emphasized on supporting

multicultural families rather than promoting multiculturalism

> Also, those subject matters are focused on rending aid and
welfare to multicultural families and the lack of cultural views

in them has been noticed.

O Analysis of current art and cultural laws

- The concept of cultural diversity has not been included in the

Culture and Arts Promotion Act, the Framework Act on the



Promotion of Cultural Industries, and the Culture and Arts

Education Support Act

[] Improvement suggestions for the relevant laws to promote

cultural diversity in Korea’s multicultural society

O Suggestion of the establishment of an Act on the promotion of

cultural diversity in a multicultural society

O Suggestion of amendments to the existing Acts, including Culture

and Arts Promotion Act

IlI. Expected Results

[] Those suggestions of the improvement of the relevant law
system to promote cultural diversity have been made based
on the current status of Korea's multicultural society, and thus
they will be practically used as reference materials for the
establishment of relevant laws and regulations or amendments

to the existing ones

» Key words: Multicultural Families Support Act, Framework
Act on Treatment of Foreigners Residing In the
Republic Of Korea, Culture and Arts Promotion
Act, Culture and Arts Education Support Act,
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of
the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, cultural

diversity, multicultural society
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