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Abstract

The essence of the new South-North cooperative model lies in creativity and
convergence. The importance of creativity arises from the fact that the cooperative
model goes beyond the previous attempts at inter-Korean cooperation and further
aims to restore the ethnic-ecosystem by re-establishing the reunification-ecosystem.
In addition, through the convergence of the cultural, environmental, and industrial
realms, this new model is meaningful in that it will create new engines for economic
growth. The aim of this model is to ‘establish a unification-ecosystem, create new
engines for growth, and nurture creative and outstanding individuals for unified
Korea.” The main policy directions in establishing a ‘reunification-ecosystem’ are to
restore the two Koreas’ mutual relationship and establish sustainable inter-Korean
cooperation. To this end, actions must be taken to create an environment conducive
to inter-Korean cooperation, prioritize areas which are politically less sensitive and
at the same time feasible, strengthen the capacity for North and South Korean
societies’ to embrace change, gauge and maximize the potential economic gains of
inter-Korean cooperation, and strengthen the sustainability of the reunification-
ecosystem through the cooperative efforts of the international community.

The border area is a region where Korea’s history has not yet been excavated. It
also holds the history of the Goryeo and Taebong’s Kingdoms. It is an unintended
gift of the division, in that it has yielded a well-preserved ecosystem, and holds
much potential for the development of a sustainable environment. The basic trust
building process can be established through the cooperative efforts to preserve the

region’s ecosystem and establish a ‘peace belt.” Moreover, the area which was once



Abstract 5

tainted with the remnants of the Cold War needs to be turned into a zone of peace.

The preservation and usage of a shared ethnicity’s cultural resources must be done
through the cooperative efforts of both Koreas in a forward-looking manner. In the
narrower sense, it implies using North Korea’s cultural assets as resources for
tourism. In the broader sense, the two Koreas’ cultural resources are used for the
purpose of broadening both Korea’s ‘cultural tourism industry.’

There is also a need to find ways to expand the cooperative efforts to preserve
and digitalize common historical legacies, as well as the cultural assets of both
Koreas. In the latter case, ‘stability, flexibility, and professionalism’ must be
provided to encourage inter-Korean cooperation. This is because the cultural industry
is different from the manufacture industry in that the latter is operated by order
production, and can choose which specific product it wants to focus on depending
on the circumstances. On the other hand, the cultural industry will only be able to
maximize the synergy effects by having a deep understanding of the bond between
culture and business.

The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is an area which can yield much
mutual benefits, if inter-Korean cooperation is done on a full-scale. If the CDM is
carried out in the North Korean region through both Korea’s efforts, the North will
be able to modernize its electric power and fertilizer plants, which emit greenhouse
gases, and both Koreas will be able to obtain certified emission reduction
credits(CER), among other benefits, allowing them to establish mutually beneficial

cooperative industries.



Nurturing creative and outstanding individuals to prepare for unification will need
to be pursued by targeting people from both North and South Koreas simultaneously.
The South Koreans should pass down South Korea’s experience of economic
development and market economy, prevent factors that would add to the economic
uncertainty in the process of unification, and lead the creation of a new economy.
On the other hand, the North Koreans should focus on shaping the economic
mindset of the North Korean citizens, which will be required as the North Korean
economy goes through marketization and opening-up, in addition to carrying out the

practical role of transforming a socialist planned economy into a market economy.
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