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Abstract 5

Abstract

This research aims to investigate on the implementation of the creative economy
chiefly with respect to nurturing creativity in the framework of early childhood
education and childcare and to preparing community-based cultural infrastructures.
Creativity, which is built on the basis of the human-specific cognitive abilities and
the reason, and integration, which is regarding the empathetic ability to communicate
and cooperate with others, are the essential factors emphasized in the creative economy.
The creative economy can be successfully implemented along with the society where
these characteristics are well cultivated.

As cultivation of creativity rests crucially on the social context and early
childhood itself is the most prolific period of creativity development, providing
stimulating of environment of creativity especially at the early stage of life appears
significantly essential.

All sorts of the cultural space can be the places that provide children with a
variety of experiences and activities and with the opportunity to maximize each
individual’s interest. Furthermore, direct experience such as hands-on activities has
been proved to be developmentally appropriate activities for young children.

In order to develop creativity of children, it is highly required to structure social
contents including creativity-stimulating cultural spaces for young children such as
children’s museum, children’s library, and creative playground with comprehensive
approach.

Firstly, Children’s Museum, functioning as the creativity stimulator with its full

range of exhibitions, provides cultural and historical hands-on experiences. Children



are freely allowed to choose what they want to experience with their families and its
allowing atmosphere makes the activities more creative and flexible.

Secondly, Children’s library makes children cultivate their imagination and grow to
be ones who enjoy reading and reflect it on their lives with thoughtful consideration
of what they read. Such experience in early childhood lasts for a long time and
gives huge influence.

Thirdly, Outdoor play promotes the child’s holistic growth and development by
providing opportunities for physical activities and gross/fine motor development,
cognitive development, and emotional and social development. Creative playground
satisfies children’s needs for development and exploration with adventurous, risk-
taking, challenging and creative experiences.

With thorough consideration of characteristics of such cultural structures above,
suggestions can be made as follows.

First, through careful consideration on the characteristics of young children, it can
be drawn that the cultural spaces should be located close to the residential areas.
Currently, overall the accessibility of cultural infrastructures is quite low, and there
are severe regional disparities. Therefore more systematic infrastructure expansion
plans should be made.

Second, because the main target of these cultural spaces is young children,
management regulations and complementation plans should be equipped with under
thorough consideration.

Third, developmentally appropriate, professional programs for young children are
required. As the most current programs are one-off ones so there are difficulties to
improve further. Therefore, age-appropriate programs that can nurture creativity in
young children should be developed and need to be provided continuously.

Fourth, the curriculum is required to train early childhood workforces such as



Abstract 7

cultural art educators, librarians, and such.

Finally, instead of operating independently, cultural infrastructure and institutions
for early childhood education and care should be closely related so as to make
efficient cooperation.

In order to implement the creative economy, the environmental context of
children’s early life including homes, schools, and communities should provide
opportunities to foster imagination and challenge spirit, and this can be achieved by
making cultural infrastructures to be closely associated with young children’s

everyday life.
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