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SUMMARY

The Korean City of Culture as Regional Development Hub :
A Review of the First—-Phase Projects and Future Directions

Soonja Lee and Eun Gyo Chang

A lot of cities in the world put culture-based plans into action in order to
regenerate depressed downtown areas and boost their economy. As expected,
cultural resources are becoming major target as well as subject in Korean urban
planning. In the same vein, the Korean government has been pushing forward
with projects to make the five cities of culture as regional development hub since
2003. The results of these projects are just showing up with some problems.
In this context, this study aims to review the first-phase projects in the
culture-based urban plans, to draw major limits or issues concerned, and to
propose useful countermeasures or improvements for the policy progress in the
future. Based on this work, it ultimately purposes to give the central and local
governments to find their policy directions and proper strategies to apply. The
objects of this study are five city plans of culture: Gwangju, Busan, Gyeongju,
Jeonju and Gongju/Buyeo. The main methods employed in this study are paper
survey, field survey and interview with experts and public officials related to the
Korean cities of culture.

The results show that the leading projects, carried forward during the first phase,

have visible effects and these will be clear as time goes on. However, the central

SUMMARY 113



and local governments should prepare follow-up measures to activate the core
cultural facilities so that they can achieve good performances or intended
outcomes. On the basis of the results, it finally suggests 11 specific measures to
improve the city plans of culture as follows: the establishment of related law or
regulation; the securement of financial resources; the flexibility of plans; the
building of evaluation or monitoring system; the procedure rationality to select
city of culture; the setting of clear directions and purposes to make the city of
culture; the reorganization of roles between the central government and local
governments; the guarantee of local stakeholders’ participation and the
strengthening of self-supporting capability; the excavation of local owned cultural
resources and the preparation of different strategies depending on their uniqueness;
the networking of projects closely connected in the spatial and functional aspects;
and the enhancement of connection with urban and regional development projects.
There are few studies that focus on the empirical analysis of the Korean cities
of culture. It means that it is too early to evaluate economic and social effects
of them, because it is only a few years to be implemented. Even though it may
have some limits to find out possible policy application, however, this attempt
could provide useful suggestions to the central and local governments seeking for

the desirable directions and strategies of the policy for the second phase.

® Key words _ Paradigm Shift, Policy of Culture, City of Culture as Regional

Development Hub, Balanced Development
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