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ABSTRACT

Analysis of the Humanities Discussions of Festivals

RYOO, Jeungah

The festival-related policy tasks that have been carried out so far did not contain much of the concerns about
the essential problems of the festival itself. Instead, more emphasis was placed on evaluating, investigating,
measuring, quantifying, and predicting the factors surrounding the appearance of the festival, such as economic
and policy effects, technical content analysis, festival budget, festival satisfaction, participation, and tourism
effect. etc.

In fact, in most of these studies, there is usually no significant difference in the study results. There have
been many conventional studies, rather than the essential content of the festival itself. The contents of the
research results are only slightly different depending on the purpose of the research or the expected effect to
be revealed. Of course, these studies are also important, because it contributes to the actual development of
the festival. However, the problem is that most policy studies are limited to this method.

On the other hand, if you focus on the content, meaning, and value of the festival, the contents of the study
can be radically different. In order to analyze these aspects, above all, it is necessary to pay attention to the
humanities discussions of the festival.

Therefore, in this study, representative concepts that can be usefully used when analyzing festivals from such
a humanistic point of view were examined and a few related cases were briefly presented. This study is
expected to contribute to enhancing the effectiveness of festival policies as well as academically by increasing
the depth of festival research conducted in various ways. The main research contents are summarized as
follows.

First, in the conceptual background, the concepts of homo ludens and fantasy, festive utopia and the
expression of conflict phenomena were briefly explained from the principle level. And the expansion of the
meaning and value of the festival according to the socio-cultural context was explained with concepts such
as regionality, cultural identity, and social participation. This becomes the introductory part of the humanistic
analysis of the festival.

Second, important keyword concepts of festival performance analysis were summarized and organized, and
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the effectiveness of applying the performance perspective to festival analysis was emphasized: performance
theory as a method and mechanism of communication, connection between text and context, mode in which
religion and tradition are expressed in festivals, process of folklorisation as tradition meets festival etc.

Third, regarding the relationship between festivals and conflicts, I tried to point out the limitations of cultural
analysis that occurred because the existing festival studies were not analyzed in context. In other words, it
was pointed out that most of the existing festival research focused only on the process of acquiring identity
through the promotion of leisure activities or cultural and artistic contents or its effects. Then, it was explained
through examples that the function of the festival and the multi-layered meaning in the cultural context are
important for understanding the festival. In relation to the socio-cultural meaning of the festival, core issues
such as exposure of social structural problems at a more intrinsic level, the role of the festival as a forum
for public discussion, and finding the beginning of conflict resolution are not actively addressed in festival
research. For this, a festival must be analysed as an expression of rapid social change and dynamic
characteristics, the socio-cultural implications of the festive time, the contradiction and resistance structure
revealed in the festive expression of conflict, the conflict between structure and anti-structure, the expression
and sublimation of conflict, etc.

Finally, I tried to emphasize the need to study the fact that masks, which are used as props for festivals,
actually have an important role and meaning in various ethnic and cultural structures. Paying attention to the
fact that in many cases masks are a key tool of festivals or, by extension, the purpose of the festival itself,
we will examine what humans essentially hide and reveal with masks and mask festivals. In fact, the study
of masks and festivals is an area that I have been wanting to study in depth for a long time. A more in-depth
study continues in future studies, and it is expected that this study will serve as a meaningful stepping stone.

Problems such as the substantive meaning to be revealed through the mask, the desire to transcend human
limitations, the recovery of otherness, the overcoming of uncertainty, and the harmony between symbols and
representations will be examined. In other words, it started with the question that the mask does not cover,
but what it wants to reveal, and that what is hidden inside may sometimes be closer to reality than what is
revealed in the human form.

Although it is clear that all of the above studies are important research topics, it was difficult to supplement
them with in-depth analysis, argumentation, and specific data due to the realistic conditions of this study. It
cannot be denied that this study used literature research and partial field research, and included many
interpretations based on the researcher's personal judgment. However, as a research attempt that can provide
important implications and directions to researchers interested in festival research, it is expected that it will
achieve its intended purpose. In the future, I also hope that more in-depth studies can be conducted in a variety

of ways by future researchers.
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