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Ade Darmawan

(Indonesia, Director of art collective
ruangrup, Documenta Kassel)
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Metaphorically, this modest living room welcomes

citizens to participate in building up resources
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local resources. The created actions and spaces
intertwine with social relations and transactions.
They slowly grow and eventually become public

in society. The space encapsulates a strategy for
“living in and with society.” It imagines the relations
of an art institution with and within its surrounding
community: namely, as an active constituent. Here
strategies are developed based on proximity and

common endeavour. Is this model scalable?
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Henry Tan

(Thailand, co-founder of Tentacles Art
Space, member of Freaklab)

My name is Henry Tan | am an artist base in Bangkok, K| 0|&& Henry Tan®L|Ct. 820 Q= oll=7t
co-founder of Tentacles Art Space, member of J|X|2, Tentacles Art Space?| 2= AZIXI0O|X} Ef=
Freaklab, Thailand and metaPhorest, Japan. Freaklab2| BIHO|X} Y& meta Forest®L|LC}.

| will share my activity as a community organiser. Let HLIE| Fx|XI2A X =g 2/stAE5L|C
's go back to 2012. | had a chance to join a residency 20123292 S02tA|CE B4 7|1 & X0l A
program in Busan with OPENSPACE BAE in Gijang OPENSPACE BAE2} &t7| B4t BIXIHE
Area. Z20%o0f| &oiE 71517t AAUSELICE

It was my first time to spend time with international =& &2l of|=Jl=1} & A|ZHS 2L §0|

artists, learn about their practices and create works ~ 2taHo]| CHaH HiR 1, ZH=1} MA|S|E O ‘:‘|'

and exhibition. After returning to Thailand, | have A2 X SO|UELICL EfZO 2 E0I2 &, JH =
ambition to create a similar platform and, in 2014 H|st ZSiEZ8 OtE11X| 5l= T2 E JHX|1
my colleagues and | started Tentacles Art Space. Qlom, 2014H0f| E2E1 & ‘&4 OlE

We have a residency program, exhibition space, flm  AIJ|0|A(Tentales Art Space)E A|Z3i&L|CH

screening, reading group, and workshop. HRIEHE T2 028 M™A| 227t et AH, A,

S8, =
Tentacles became a connecting point for 2350l &L|ch

international and local art practitioners to meet, ZE4E= Z2H|12F XY o= ARXIE0| OhL XA
share knowledge and create art. Lh—_n_ 0l&g 2txst= HZX0| £/ &L CE

After six years, though lacking local funding we 6 S, H|E SiX| AIZ0| BEE3MX|2H 2E|=

hosted almost hundreds of artists both local and H%‘—IIO{IH Ho| 4l Ho| ZLHQ| 0| &0IES
international art people at our residency, several ZCHSH T, CHEE 22f|0|A|OF Bt @A EEZ|OF Y2 S9
exchange programs with Art space and institutions Ol ZZte 7|12t o nE T2 IS XM
in Taiwan Malaysia Korea Austria Japan and more, Szl T ol MA|E| 7t UELICE

we have ongoing exhibitions. oladZto2M R2|= SHotklote| 2S5 WS
As Art space We grow parallel with our friends in O|2 M&EMghL|CT

south East Asia.
Ef=ol 7| & A 2712t EXIH X7t cHFE[HA,
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With the emergence of Climate and Health crisis and
political problem in Thailand, the many of my friends
face mental health challenge, i began to explore and
research about health and art, | tried to expand the
knowledge territory into other disciplines, | joined
Freaklab as a member in 2018.

Freaklab is located at King Mongkut Institute of
Technology near Bangkok, Freaklab is a network of
people who's interested in both natural sciences and
art, | met with Biologist, Engineer, Chemist, Physicist
and more, this had widen the conversation and

topic not limited only to the contemporary art but
discussion about our contemporary society using
art and science as a tool to explore, experiment and

elaborate our discovery and address social problem

In 2020 before covid start | went to do a research
about BioArt in Japan, and join as a member with
metaPhorest with Professor Hideo lwasaki at Waseda
University, metaPhorest was founded in 2008. It is a
platform for discussion about BioAesthetic and Life
Science and contemporary art practices, A place for

art and science intertwined.

There are many institutions in Japan that are
considering the concept of life sciences in
contemporary art direction.

Such as ycam yamaguchi center for art and media,
Kyushu design University that provide a Biolab for
design students. Fablab Hamamatsu, which is the
maker community space, also has a biolab facility.
The growing network of community lab a place

for people to do diyBio or BioArt. | believe that the
future of community space and art space will merge.
We will create artwork by modifying Dna of living
creatures. We can create smells that disappear. We
can create meat from endangered animals in the lab
so we don’t have to kill them. We can Engineer yeast

to produce the flavor that we want.

Last year | was invited by the Singapore Art Museum
to join exsitu residency project. | want to create a
multi-country residency program.

Our program Intimacy with Nature 1.0 is an
international bioart residency program in Thailand
and Singapore. Our goal is to discuss topics that
related to life and nature by understand the
epistemology, philosophy and the technology that

stifling our human and non human life.

E22FS0| Gl AY EXof ZHSHA =AU 1,
K& 2t ofl=oll chish B-*ote A5t AlRRH,
X CHE 2Ok X|4 FlE &gsto| fls =21,

= T
2018'H0]| FreaklabOl| 3|2lo 2 JtIi&L|CH.

Freaklab2 King Mongkut Institute of TechnoO|
USLICLEE 2ol J|& 20t 7|22l Freaklab2
RtHAnstat ol & 250l 2410] U= AHRIES
HIES{ZLICE XM= MEstXE, AX|L|0], 3F5tAf,
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In The first part we co host our program with Prof
Pakpoom and collaborated with the medical science
department at Naresuan University. Prof Pakpoom
who is an expert in synthetic biology. He opened his
lab for artists to explore biotechnology tools. And
also connect artists with university professor who
are experts in other area such as physics, herbalist,
Rice experts, child psychology, smell analyst, crispr
expert, local chef.

We also had a public workshop for anyone interested
in Bio and Art come together to explore and meet.
We had 50 participants from all over Thailand. Some
friends from Singapore and Japan also joined us

during the 6 days Workshop.

The first part is finished and the second part will be
in the Singapore Art Museum in March 2023. Hope

we can have Korean artists join us.

To summarize my practice as an artist, it’s as
important to help create space where people can
meet to learn and exchange from running a tentacles
art residency to freaklab, and metaPhorest. To act as
an educator, connector and enabler.

For the community to rethink and learn the known
and unknown together, to have empathy for all

human and non human beings.

Thank you.

Henry
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