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Abstract

Policy Strategies and Tasks to Promote Community-based Cultural

Activities, Securing the Cultural Rights of Busan citizens

Since the passing of the Regional Culture Promotion Act in 2014, strategic
policy implementations at the level of local governments have become
important in securing the cultural rights of citizens in South Korea. The
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism (MCST) has encouraged local
governments to increase regional-level policy support for facilitating
community-based cultural activities, which can contribute to increased
accessibility and opportunities for individuals to experience the social
impacts of the arts and culture in day-to-day life. Indeed, the MCST has
emphasized an environment of decentralized policy-making by empowering
local governments to use allocated funds at their own discretion according
to their policy plans. However, many local governments like the city of Busan
still stay on the stage of following policy contents designed by the MCST,
rather than developing their own policy strategies and programs by
considering the capabilities of local cultural policy actors and

implementation system.

This study aims to develop policy strategies and tasks to support
community-based cultural activities, securing the cultural rights of Busan
citizens in the decentralized policy environment. To achieve this goal, this
study analyzed major policy programs led by the national government and
the Busan metropolitan government. Then, a survey was conducted targeting
local cultural policy actors including local arts administrators and cultural
practitioners who engaged in supporting and organizing diverse

community-based cultural activities in the Busan metropolitan area.



While the national government enacted laws supporting community-based
cultural activities and implementing policy programs through the Regional
Culture & Development Agency, the Busan metropolitan government has also
enacted relevant ordinances and developed policy programs through the
Busan Cultural Foundation. The two governments at different levels have also
focused on providing subsidies and grants for renovating unoccupied spaces
into community cultural centers and improving the vitality of local clubs and
community activities based on the arts and culture. As a result of such policy
efforts, the number of community cultural centers has increased and the
network of local arts and culture clubs has expanded and strengthened.
Nevertheless, residents’ engagement in community-based cultural activities is
still limited, impeding on their rights to improve their quality of life based
on the social impact of the arts and culture. Moreover, relationships between
primary policy actors involved in supporting community-based cultural

activities are rather disconnected.

This study developed three policy strategies to promote community-based
cultural activities at the local level, which are: 1) cultivating collaborative
implementation, 2) improving accessibility to the facilities, and 3)
strengthening roles of the private sectors. As policy tasks for strategic
implementation, first, it is important to develop and implement policy
programs based on collaboration with the divisions of Urban Planning and
Health and Welfare in the metropolitan government. This can be useful for
residents to be more engaged in community-based cultural activities
generating diverse social impacts. Second, it is necessary to launch an
integrated information reservation system, which makes it relatively easier for
diverse residents to use community culture centers and access the services
provided by not only the centers but also local libraries, museums of arts,
and other related cultural facilities. This also demands to redefine and
emphasize the role of the regional community cultural center as a public
agency focusing on training arts administrators and cultural practitioners to
improve their capacities in supporting community-based cultural activities.

Lastly, continuous research and policy advocacy activities in collaboration

108418QY
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with local non-profit arts organizations and diverse stakeholders can help to
promote and facilitate community-based cultural activities by validating their

necessities and contributions to our society.

Keywords
living culture, community arts, informal arts, local cultural policy, the cultural

rights, Busan Metropolitan City
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