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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Development and Application of Indicators and
Measurement Methods by Subject of Cultural Impact Assessment

Lee, Kyeong Jin - Kim, Yun Kyoung

The purpose of this study is to present ways to develop indicators and
measurement methods of cultural impact assessment, taking into account the
characteristics of various target groups subject to assessment, and apply the
methods and indicators in the future establishment of various national and local
government policies and plans. In particular, this study focuses on identifying new
core values and measurement methods that match the characteristics of the target
groups while accepting the indicators, core values, and qualitative measurement
methods currently used in cultural impact assessment. Therefore, in preparation for
future expansion of the target groups subject to policies and projects in areas other
than culture, it is important to establish a new standard for the cultural value
assessment for each target group and to ensure means of deriving valid assessment
results.

To achieve the above purposes, this study first considered general discussion
regarding policy assessment indicators and measurement methods. Changes and
characteristics of cultural impact assessment indicators and measurement methods
from 2003 until the present were also reviewed. In addition, a comparative analysis
of impact assessment on topics related to domestic and foreign culture was carried
out and indicator systems for different impact assessments and the cultural impact
assessment examined. There are two major problems with the system of indicators

for cultural impact assessment. First, in the current cultural impact assessment the
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same indicators and measurement methods are applied to all types of target groups,

meaning that the characteristics of target groups are not considered in depth.
Moreover, there is a strong tendency to depend only on qualitative assessment
methods by which much of the assessment of cultural impact relies on subjective

opinions of the individuals in charge of assessment. As a consequence, this invites
criticism that the objectivity and reliability of cultural impact assessment results

cannot be guaranteed.
Therefore, five priority target groups for cultural impact assessment were first
selected through prior research processes, and a pool of indicators and measurement
methods for each target group was developed via the Working Group of Experts.
The five representative target groups subject to cultural impact assessment included
laws (ordinances, policies, local laws and state statutes, and plans and programs);
projects relating to urban revitalization; projects relating to culture, sports, and

construction of tourism facilities; projects relating to cultural assets and heritage;
and large-scale public investment projects on budget. Based on the pool results
derived through the Working Group, this study proposes the possibility of selecting
indicators in consideration of the characteristics of the target groups, and new
perspectives and methods to measure cultural values as well as valid quantitative
indicators. Thus, this study is intended to contribute to preemptive development and

establishment of a system that can properly assess various types of target groups

subject to cultural impact assessment.
This study additionally proposes policy directions for the further spread of
cultural impact assessment in society through application of the system of indicators
for cultural impact assessment by target group. First of all, performance and

improvements in terms of cultural impact assessment by means of a comprehensive
system such as joint assessment of local governments or assessment of government
innovation among central administrative agencies can be included as indicators.
Alternatively, when evaluating a public project subject to a feasibility study,

cultural impact assessment can be used to examine the socio-cultural context of the
project in addition to the economic feasibility of policies. Furthermore, a way of

quantitatively analyzing the level of confidence in cultural values and impact after
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policy implementation should be prepared by systematically introducing ex post in
addition to ex ante impact assessments in order to enhance the credibility and status

of cultural impact assessment.

Keywords

Cultural Impact Assessment, Indicators, Measurement Methods, Working Group of

Experts, Characteristics of Target Groups Subject to Assessment
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