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ABSTRACT

The Scope of Culture-into-Life and
the Development and Operation of Culture-into-Life Centers

Nho Soo-Kyoung-Son Yu-jin

In 2014, South Korea established a legal basis for a culture-into-life (CIL) policy
with the Framework Act on Culture and the Regional Culture Promotion Act. Since
then, the country has promoted this culture-into-life policy for people based on the
culture-into-life center construction project.

The concept of culture-into-life is based on the Regional Culture Promotion Act.
According to Article 2 (Definition) of the same Act, culture-into-life (CIL) refers
to tangible and intangible activities where local residents engage in voluntarily or
on a daily basis to meet their cultural needs. Used in operating CIL centers and
CIL policy projects, this legal definition is too broad to understand and apply. In
this regard, this study reviewed the scope of CIL and reestablished the basis for
its policy use. Based on this goal, this study also reviewed the standards for
establishing and operating CIL centers.

This study was based on literature analysis, on-site research at CIL centers,
interviews with project managers, and surveys with the public and experts in related
fields.

For the definition of culture-into-life, data from 2014, when the legal basis for
the CIL policy was established, to 2021 was reviewed. Additionally, analysis and
on-site research was carried out for current CIL centers as of December 2020.

As a result of the research, the concept of CIL was re-defined in six

perspectives:
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First, from the perspective of doers, it is defined to include all the activities of
ordinary citizens, amateur artists, individuals, and communities.

Second, from the temporal perspective, it is described as routine, which does not
distinguish working hours from leisure time.

Third, from the spatial perspective, CIL is defined as something that can be
enjoyed anywhere, regardless of location.

Fourth, the perspective of genres explains that CIL is an integrated cultural
activity that is included in the category of art in terms of social norms, such as
arts and craft activities specified in the Culture and Arts Promotion Act.

Fifth, the perspective of activity methods interprets that CIL should be engaged
in rather than simply being watched. In other words, those who enjoy CIL should
participate directly in the process of planning cultural activities.

Sixth, based on the perspective of purpose, CIL activities should have the
purpose of cultural participation rather than commercial purposes.

In addition, this study classified facility types to develop the minimum standard
for establishing CIL centers into the independent type for CIL centers using a
single vacant building as a whole; the cultural integration type for those created
with culture-related facilities; the administrative integration type for those with
other administrative facilities, including community centers, sports facilities, welfare
institutions, and women's centers; and the other type for those established with
general commercial facilities, such as public facilities, cultural facilities, and
shopping malls. The study suggests that each facility secures a resident community
space larger than 50 m2(or 8% or more of the entire space) for free communication,
and sound proof space, space with hard wood floors, and study rooms larger than
30m? (or 5% or more of the total space).

The study also suggests four measures for the efficient management of CIL
centers:

First, a system for CIL center registration should be introduced to make the
registration of CIL centers, which is specified in the Regional Culture Promotion
Act, mandatory. Since CIL centers are operated and managed by local governments,

the central government cannot obtain exact information on the establishment and



operation of these centers. Therefore, it is essential to understand the current status
of CIL centers first through a registration system. As they are established and
operated by local governments, however, the law must be changed to make it
mandatory.

Second, a system for CIL center certification is required for the Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Tourism to evaluate and certify CIL centers based on a set
process. This system will enable the continuous monitoring of the standards and
operations of the facilities, while there is no obligation.

Third, new CIL-related criteria can be added to the existing system of Combined
Evaluation of Local Government. Policies can be promoted by evaluating various
aspects, including the increasing number of new CIL centers and the use of these
centers. The criteria applied to Combined Evaluation of Local Government must be
equally applicable to all local governments. Since not all local governments have CIL
centers, the evaluation criteria should be developed through a meticulous process.

Fourth, the CIL performance evaluation and reward system should be further
improved. This system will reward local governments when their CIL policies and
centers are operated with excellent results. Introducing this system together with the
CIL center certificate system will allow examination of the current status of CIL
centers and to award good-performance centers prizes, encouraging local
governments to better implement relevant policies.

This study defined the concept of CIL microscopically for the purpose of
implementing policy projects, failing to reflect the scalability and creativity of CIL.
CIL changes continuously according to human lifestyle. Therefore, it is necessary
to consistently monitor what types of CIL are enjoyed from the viewpoint of policy.
To this end, the government needs to support local governments and develop
policies for the creation and proper operation of CIL centers. This study did not
investigate CIL policies other than the establishment and operation of CIL centers,

which are expected to be examined in follow-up research.

Keywords

Culture-into-life, Culture-into-Life Centers
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