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ABSTRACT

Performing Arts Market by Regions in South Korea:
Size, Characteristics, and Growth Potential

Hyoungjong Kim, Sangkyu Lee, Suyoung Yoon, Dawoon Lee, and In-hye Jeong

This report deals with regional performing arts in South Korea. We use the
information from Korea Performing Arts Box Office Information System
(hereinafter, KOPIS) for this purpose. The data shows that the Korean performing
arts market has rapidly boosted after establishing Korea Arts Management Service.
Furthermore, it seems that the market will record the highest sales ever in the year
2022. The growth of this market, however, is concentrated specifically in the Seoul
Metropolitan region, which could be a limitation of such growth. Also, the Korean
performing arts market is characterized by a high overall dependence on musicals.
Meanwhile, other preferred performing arts genres vary slightly between regions;
for example, the Gyeongsang regions prefer operas, while the Jeolla regions prefer
traditional Korean music. Due to the limitation of time series information of
KOPIS, the report estimated growth potential by using card transaction data. The
empirical results indicated that COVID-19 might lower non-Seoul regions’ growth
potential, and thus policy responses for activating regional performing arts are also

discussed.

Keywords

Card expenditure, Convergence, Consumption growth, Live arts, Performing arts
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